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who took part in the various expeditions. In his previous book
" Antarctica " he made a critical examination of official records
through which he often succeeded in penetrating to the heart of
truth; though sometimes in my opinion he failed to make all
allowances which personal friendship with the explorers themselves
might have suggested. Having given free expression to his critical
opinion in his earlier book, he now approaches the subject as an
impartial narrator of facts. In trying to help him I have been
careful not to hamper the expression of his considered judgments
of events even when they differ from my own. I know that in
order to write a living book an author must be free to follow his
natural enthusiasms restrained only by the current standards of
good taste. I believe that he has succeeded in this and that " The
Conquest of the South Pole " may be taken with confidence as a
plain and honest record of the work of the explorers of the present
century, written in a style consonant with the spirit of the age.
Now, having guarded myself against any possible charge of
undue laudation of the author, I feel free to express my satisfaction
with the book. It gives a well-proportioned account of all the
expeditions which have entered the Antarctic Regions on explora-
tion and research since the return of the National Expedition in
1904.
Recent exploration differs in one particular from that in the
earlier period and the difference is fundamental. Until 1905 most
of the great exploring expeditions and many of the minor voyages
of discovery were planned by learned societies or government
departments or enlightened ship-owners, and the leader was in each
case appointed by some authority at home and told where to go and
what to try to do. The leader, so selected, in no case proved
unworthy of his calling and often came to devote himself whole-
heartedly to the region to which he had been sent. Thus Cook,
Bellingshausen, Wilkes, D'Urville, Ross, Nares in the Challenger,
Scott in the Discovery, Drygalski in the Gauss were set their tasks
and executed their commissions. So it was on a lesser scale with
Bransfield, Biscoe, Kemp and Balleny. Thus most of the unveiling
of the Antarctic Regions before 1905 was carried out under orders.
There were exceptions even in the early days, for Weddell in his
own ship explored as much for the love of it as in the hope of
finding new sealing grounds.
Later, Gerlache, Borchgrevink, Bruce and Charcot each on his
own initiative took the first steps in establishing the form of
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